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tackle better than well enough. We came very
early to the town, and thought they had no notice
of us; but some false brother had given them the
alarm, and we found them all in arms, the hedges
without the town lined with musketeers, on that
side in particular where they expected us, and two
regiments of foot drawn up in view to support
them, with some horse in the rear of all.
The prince willing however to do something,
caused some of his horse to alight, and serve as
dragoons; and having broken away into the enclo-
sures, the horse beat the foot from behind the
hedges, while the rest who were alighted charged
them in the lane which leads to the town. Here
they had cast up some works, and fired from their
lines very regularly, considering them as militia
only, the governor encouraging them by his ex-
ample ; so that finding without some foot there
would be no good to be done, we gave it over, and
drew off; and so Aylesbury escaped a scouring for
that time.
I cannot deny but these flying parties of horse
committed great spoil among the country people j
and sometimes the prince gave a liberty to some
cruelties which were not at all for the king's in-
terest ; because, it being still upon our own country,
and the king's own subjects, whom, in all Ms de-
clarations, he protested to be careful o£ it seemed
to contradict all those protestations and declara-
tions, and served to aggravate and exasperate the
common people; and the king's enemies made all
the advantages of it that was possible, by crying
out of twice as many extravagancies as were com-
mitted.
It is true, the king, who naturally abhorred such
things, could not restrain his men, no nor his gene-
rals, so absolutely as he would have done- The

